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barrier, to which much said regarding the ocean in the conclud-
ing stanzas of Childe Harold may be suitably applied. But
more of it when we visit it.

To sum up, we may say that the Wahhabee empire is a
compact and well organised government, where centralization is
fully understood and effectually carried out, and whose main-
springs and connecting-links are force and fanaticism. There
exist no constitutional checks either on-the king or on his
subordinates, save what the necessity of circumstance imposes or
the Goran prescribes. Its atmosphere, to speak metaphorically,
is sheer despotism, moral, intellectual, religious, and physical.
This empire is capable of frontier extension, and hence is
dangerous to its neighbours, some of whom it is even now
swallowing up, and will certainly swallow more, if not otherwise
prevented. Incapable of true internal progress, hostile to com-
merce, unfavourable to arts and even to agriculture, and in the
highest degree intolerant and aggressive, it can neither better
itself nor .benefit others; while the order and calm which it
sometimes spreads over the lands of its conquest, are described
in the oft-cited Ubi solitudinem faciunt pacein appellant of
the Eoman annalist. We may add that its weakest point lies
in family rivalries and feuds of succession, which, joined to the
anti-Wahhabee reaction existing far and wide throughout Arabia,
may one day much disintegrate and shatter the Nej dean empire,
yet not destroy it altogether. Ibraheein Basha alone saw the
true means of delivering Arabia and her neighbours from this
upas of tyrannic fanaticism, and began the work which the
caprice and folly of his successors left incomplete or thwarted.
But so long as Wahhabceism shall prevail in the centre and
uplands of Arabia, small indeed are the hopes of civilization,
advancement, and national prosperity for the Arab race.

In conclusion, I here subjoin a numerical list, taken partly
from the government registers of Kiad, partly from local
information, and containing the provinces, the number of the
principal towns or villages, the population, and the military
contingent; throughout the Wahhabee empire. A second list
supplies something analogous for the Bedouins existing within
its territory.